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Community Association
Christmas - As usual Waterbeach Community Association
will be holding the annual ‘Carols on the Green’ on Christmas Eve at
6.30pm. The carol sheet will be available on the evening or you can
download a copy in advance from www.waterbeach.org. Please remember
to bring your lights, torches, lanterns etc. as lighting is limited on the Green.
This is always a popular and well supported event and a fantastic way to
start your Christmas celebrations.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Kevin and Wendy Brown
(Salvation Army) and Pam Thorn (St.John’s Church) who will lead this year’s
‘Carols on the Green’, and the bands of the Salvation Army and Waterbeach
Brass for providing the music. We also thank the Blackaby family who kindly
donated the tree and the Langley family for doing their magic with the lights
and having everything looking festive – many thanks to them all.
The Feast collection this year to support local clubs and groups only raised
just over £200 and therefore it was decided that the Christmas collection
should remain in the village to add to these funds.
This year we have supported the following local clubs and groups:
Waterbeach Community Playgroup & WASPS (Waterbeach After School
Play Scheme), towards replacement doors at the Playhouse.
Waterbeach Day Centre for the Elderly, towards entertainment at the
Christmas party.
The Salvation Army, towards Christmas dinner for those alone on Christmas
Day.
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WISE (Waterbeach Initiative for Sustainable Energy), towards set-up costs
of the new group.
Waterbeach Rainbows, to provide new tabards for the girls.
Feast 2012 - June 16th - Due to the extended bank holidays for the Queens
Diamond Jubilee and the date for the spring bank holiday, Feast will be
slightly later than normal on 16th June.
We will continue with the alphabet theme and therefore 2012 will be
‘Something beginning with F…’
“Big Lunch” – Diamond Jubilee Celebrations - To celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee communities are invited to gather together for a ‘Big Lunch’ on
Sunday 3rd June 2012. To include Waterbeach in this event we are inviting
everyone to bring a picnic to Waterbeach Recreation Ground at
approximately 12.30pm.
Some games and entertainment will be provided during the afternoon and
groups and clubs are requested to come forward with ways in which they
could contribute.
Beach News - Thank you to everyone who has made our village publication
so varied and interesting throughout the year. We really appreciate all your
contributions. A special thank you also to our team of Beach News
deliverers who volunteer to deliver the magazine throughout the area.
It just leaves me to say, on behalf of all the committee of the Community
Association, have a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Cambs Constabulary
You can now contact Cambridgeshire Constabulary on 101 for all nonemergency calls. The 0345 456 456 4 number will remain in use alongside
101 for several months to allow people time to get used to the new number.
The change comes part of a national programme to make 101 the single
non-emergency number in England and Wales, giving residents an easy-toremember number to contact local police wherever they are.
The call system is designed to recognise where you are calling from and
connect you with the local police service. If you did not want to speak to your
local force, or the force area you are in, you will be given the option to be
connected to different one.
The number change does not affect the way that calls are handled and we
will continue to take non-emergency calls 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.
Please continue to call 999 when an immediate response is needed
because a crime is happening, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, or
someone is in danger.
http://www.police.uk/101 - Details on 101 and the national roll-out.
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Waterbeach Guides
What do these celebrities all have in common? - Cat Deeley, Lorraine Kelly,
Anita Roddick, Zoe Ball, Emma Thompson, Gail Porter, Carole Vorderman,
Carol Smillie, Davina McCall and Cherie Booth.
Answer: They were all Girl Guides!
Girl Guiding UK has half a million young members, enough to fill the Royal
Albert Hall 9 times over! Guides is the Girl Guiding section for girls aged10-14.
What do Guides do? - Guides today can take part in an endless list of fab
activities. Here are a few examples: abseiling or adventure sports, party
planning or playing fun games, circus skills or survival skills, community action
or performing arts!
So how has it changed since I was a Girl Guide? - Well, we still gain "interest
badges"; ranging from First Aid to Film Lover.
But what else do Guides do? - We work towards Challenge badges, which
cover a range of activities and recognise our participation in guiding over a
period of time.
Is that all? - No! "Go For Its" are probably the biggest change in the 20 years
since I was a Girl Guide. Go For Its allow the girls to choose and run their own
fun activities from themed resources, with as little or as much help and
guidance from the leaders as they need.
Talking of leaders... Girl Guiding UK units are entirely run by adult volunteers,
who give on average 120 hours of their time every year to make a difference in
girls lives and help them achieve their potential - 1st Waterbeach Guides is no
exception! As leaders, we try to ensure that the girls have experiences and
learning opportunities that cover the five areas set out in the Guide
programme. These are: discovery of new experiences and challenges,
healthy lifestyles, global awareness, skills and relationships and celebrating
diversity. But most importantly, what both girls and leaders do in Guides is
have fun!
Guiding is for girls of all backgrounds, abilities and nationalities. Girls like to
talk, and in guiding we encourage them to tell other people about the things
that matter to them. Girls lead the way in guiding, so the activities are what
they want to do.
Growing up is hard to do! We all need some space without boys around
sometimes! In guiding, girls can just be themselves - making friends, learning
new skills and having fun. All these things are what makes guiding special!
If you are interested in joining our Girl Guiding UK family, please use the
contact numbers on the back pages of the Beach News or call into the Scout
Hut - we would love to hear from you!
Lorraine Warburton, Holli Bielby and Michelle Pitkin – 1st Waterbeach Guiders
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News from Cllr. Peter Johnson
I would like to wish all the residents of Waterbeach, Landbeach, and Chittering
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The possible closure of Waterbeach Barracks is the major issue concerning
our villages just now and I felt it was right that I call a public meeting so I can
keep you all informed of how this is developing. I was able to get our MP Jim
Paice, two members of the Defence Infrastructure Organisation, and Keith
Miles from South Cambs District Council to attend so that people would be
able to ask questions regarding the possible closure. Plus of course Cllr James
Hockney and Cllr Michael Williamson were present to give their views as well.
This was a very well attended meeting and I say thanks to all those who
attended. As I get news of further developments on this issue I will keep you all
updated and if necessary I will call another public meeting as it is so important
that you are kept up to date as much as possible.
Well work goes on to create a safe crossing point near the pharmacy, but there
is progress albeit slow. We have seen a proposal that goes a long way towards
what we would like to achieve and now we are waiting for a price from the
County Council. Once we get a price this will go to the Parish Council as they
have to fund the work, so I hope the price isn’t too high as this crossing area is
desperately needed.
The Tillage Hall is now home to the WAY Project at last, it has taken a bit
longer that was hoped for but I am told that it was worth the wait. A good
building and I hope that the rest of the community will use this building as this
is what it was built for and not just the young people.
Wheelie bins, as our residents get older I see that some are having problems
putting the bins out especially in the bad weather. I have had several people
added to the assisted bin lift register and if you or someone you know would
benefit from an assisted bin lift please contact me and I will get them added to
the register. I do not want to hear that someone has fallen over or hurt
themselves struggling with a wheelie bin when this could be prevented.
The dyke along Denny End Road by Sterling House has been cleaned out, but
there is a problem with the culvert and the responsibility of this has yet to be
decided. Talks are to take place between WLIDB, Anglian Water, South
Cambs District Council, and Cambs County Council as this could be quite
expensive to repair. I will be pushing to get this resolved as soon as possible
as this dyke is important to the draining of our village.
Please remember I work for everyone in our villages so if you have any
problems or issues you would like to talk to me about please contact me by
whatever means you prefer, telephone, e-mail, or knock on my door, don’t
forget I am here for all of you.
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Toddler Playgroup
This has definitely been an eventful term at
Waterbeach Toddler Playgroup! September saw us welcome new members
into our ‘Advancing 4s’ group, as well as a visit from Ofsted. We were
delighted with the outcome of the inspection which graded the playgroup as
‘Good’ overall, commenting on how the children are “enthusiastic learners”
who “really enjoy being in this setting”.
The children, staff and parents have also been involved in fundraising
activities over the past few months – the children especially enjoying their
Autumn Search which has not only helped raise around £200, but included
some great learning about leaves and trees and how they change at this
time of year. We were also overwhelmed by the fantastic turnout of both
sellers and buyers for our Nearly
New Sale on 5th November. A
fantastic bargain-hunting time was
had by all and, importantly, over
£600 pounds was raised for the
playgroup. All of the money raised
will be put to great use straight away
by buying extra toys and resources
for the children, so a big thank you
to everyone who came out to
support us!
Waterbeach Toddler Playgroup has been running in the village now for over
20 years and is located on Burgess Road. We are a small playgroup with an
excellent adult to child ratio and we welcome children aged from 2½ to 4
years of age (pre-school year) in a variety of groups. These include
specialised pre-school sessions on Monday and Wednesday afternoons (123pm) and separate sessions for the younger group on Monday and
Wednesday mornings (9-11:30am). On Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
mornings we hold mixed sessions open to both age groups (with optional
lunch sessions from 12-1pm at a small extra charge). Thanks to Nursery
Funding money from the government, our sessions are free from the term
after your child turns three.
If you want to know more about the playgroup, please check out our website
or contact our Play Leader, Wayne Badcock on 07808 357729 or via e-mail
at wayne@waterbeachtoddlerplaygroup.org.uk . Alternatively, any of our
committee members would be delighted to talk to you!
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Waterbeach Community Players
During October members of the group delivered leaflets to virtually every
home in Waterbeach, Landbeach and Chittering promoting your local drama
group. We had a wonderful response resulting in large audiences for our
production of Woman in Mind. If you came along for the first time we hope
you enjoyed your visit enough to come again.
Now we are in to panto rehearsals for Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves which
will take place 19-21 January 2012 at the school.
The Sultan and his beautiful daughter Princess Jasmine are visiting Old
Baghdad as part of their whistle stop tour of the country and everyone is
excited. This may be the people’s only chance to ever see them, along with
a glimpse of the Great Scimitar of State. But will Ali Baba’s mum, Lady Gaga
Baba give him and Carmel the camel the afternoon off work to join in the
fun? Salina the slave girl certainly isn’t expecting to.
Meanwhile Mustapha Lot and his forty thieves are planning to add the
Scimitar to their hoard of stolen goods hidden in a secret cave.
Will Mustapha succeed given that his two hapless henchmen El Bow and El
Bent are on the case? Or will Hoo the Wazir be able to protect it?
And what’s in the mysterious casket that Ali has found?
The answer to all this, along with song, dance and lots of audience
participation can be found at Waterbeach Primary school on 19-21 January.
Performances commence at 7.30pm with a matinee on Saturday at 2.30pm.
Tickets are £7.50 (£6 concessions) available from 01223 570109 or you may
book online any time up to 4:30pm on the night of performance at
www.wcp.ticketsource.co.uk .

The Salvation Army
Will you be spending Christmas Day on your own?
If so, why not come and join us for a traditional Christmas Dinner.
We welcome singles, couples and single spouse families of any age. Don’t
spend Christmas alone - come and join us.
We are able to provide this with no cost to you because of the generosity of
Waterbeach Community Association and members of the public who have
kindly given to support this event.
If you would like to join us or need some further information please contact
Wendy on 01223 506217 or pop into the Salvation Army Hall on Station
Road, Waterbeach.
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Waterbeach Barracks
Ministers have today (Thursday 10 Nov 11) announced initial details on the
move of the main units currently in Waterbeach Barracks. They have stated
that 39 (Air Support) Engineer Regiment will move to Kinloss from summer
2012 onwards and that Headquarters 12 (Air Support) Engineer Group and
supporting elements will move to RAF Wittering by summer 2013; with the
assumption being that the barracks will be vacated and subsequently
disposed of by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation. We’re unable to give
any firm timelines on our moves or on barrack closure at the moment.
We have been at Waterbeach Barracks for many years and have enjoyed
fantastic support and friendship from the local community - that we believe
we have very much been part of. We will have fantastic memories of
Waterbeach and be very sad to leave it and the many friendships we have
made.
We must now start to plan for the challenge of moving to our new bases. We
intend to complete initial visits to these locations over the next few weeks so
that we can determine issues and then start to draw up a more detailed
timeline; until then I’m afraid there is little more detail we can tell you. There
are obviously implications for the local area on our departure and we will aim
to keep you informed as our planning takes shape.
We’ll stay in touch with you through our usual contacts but please raise any
issues with us so that we can try and minimise any impact.
Colonel A W Philips - Commander Waterbeach Station

Waterbeach United Charities

(Reg No 201528)

Waterbeach United Charities provide financial support or pays for services
that help to alleviate individuals who are “in need or distress” who are
residents of Waterbeach Parish.
Electric Wheelchairs - We also continue to provide electric wheelchairs for
those in need. If you would like to be considered please let us know. At the
time of writing we do have an electric wheelchair available.
Distress Grants - The Trustees would like to hear from individuals who may
be IN NEED OR DISTRESS. If you think we could help, and to find out
whether you are eligible for assistance, whether it be loaning equipment to
you, or providing financial support, please contact:
All personal applications are confidential.
Mrs S Wilkin, The Secretary, Waterbeach United Charities
25 Payton Way, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9NS
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Waterbeach School 1948/49

Back row – Alan Nichols, Pat Beeton, Roger Howlett, Sidney Ayres, Pat
Taylor, Un-named, Eileen Bidwell, George Marsh, Geoff Burling, John
Wagstaff, Jenny Flack.
Middle row – Miss Ellum, Helen Simpkins, Greta Garner, Harold Bavester,
Alan Feast, Jo Hayward, John Wilson, Julie Utteridge, Roger Nichols,
Kemble Hume, Megan Flack, Janet Stern, Mrs Wilson.
Front row – Margaret Neville, Roger Baxter, Margaret Smith, Miriam Beeton,
Roy Ruffel, Michael McElhone, Jackie Poindestre, Richard Dunkley, Richard
Bavester, Janette Bavester, Ann Scott, Roger Dyson, Bill Spencer.
This photograph was taken in 1948/49, before the present school in the High
Street was built. In those days you started school in the building that is now
the IT Centre on the corner of Cambridge Road, next to the Alms houses.
When you were eight you moved to where this photo was taken, in the
playground behind what is now the Old School Guest House on Greenside.
The teacher, Mrs Wilson lived in the school house and John Wilson in the
centre, was her son. Eight of these children still live in Waterbeach.

Waterbeach Day Centre for the Elderly
Urgently require two posts to be filled

Secretary – primary duties will be recording minutes of the committee meetings and
dealing with correspondence.
Treasurer – maintain an on-going record of all financial transactions on grants, donations
and Day Centre expenses.
For more information please contact Bill Bullivant 01223 862506 or Mary Longstaff 01223 564666
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Waterbeach WI
With the Christmas party organised and also the Christmas
lunch; we have started our preparations for 2012.
We are very fortunate for our early meetings next year (Jan & Mar) to have
presentations by two of our members. The first is a trip across Canada by
motor bike. 6,500 miles in 6 weeks from Vancouver to Halifax. Having seen
some of these pictures I know it is going to be a very interesting evening.
Just as interesting, but at a slightly lower speed, we have travelling with a
Barge through Europe in March. Visitors are very welcome at both these
meetings. February brings our AGM when we elect a new committee and
review 2011 and present the programme for 2012.
On the 7th of December, we are getting together with the Waterbeach Wives
for a ladies Carol Service (Gentlemen are very welcome) in St John’s
Church followed by mince pies and punch. This event is now in its 5th year
and we do have a regular following for this event. Watch out for the posters
giving full details.
Waterbeach W.I. wish all readers of Beach news a Very Happy Christmas
and we hope to meet some of you at one of our events.
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings on the 2nd Thursday in the
month in St John’s Church room at 7-30pm. Car Park behind church
If you would any further information about the Waterbeach W.I. please
contact Jane Gibb President on 01223 721194

Waterbeach PTA
The new school year has well and truly started, and we have launched
something new - The PTA Olympics! Every class represents a different
country in our Olympics, and points are awarded for turning up at PTA
events. If you don’t have a connection with the school, you can join the
‘others’ in Mauritius – good luck!
We’ve got a focus for our fundraising this year as we’re hoping to build a
new playground for the school, as designed by the children. This is going to
take a fair bit of money so we’ll be offering a wide range of events to tempt
you!
We’ve had our International Food Festival – with 13 different countries
represented – which was delicious and raised just under £300! The recipes
for the day will be out shortly in a special cookbook called Jack’s Meals on
Wheels – in honour of our own – very special – Jack Kimberley – now
coming to the end of his time at Waterbeach School.
By the time this comes out, our Xmas Fair will have been and gone (hope
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we saw you there!) and we’ll be getting ready for next year’s events.
We’re offering a Wine Tasting evening – Friday 3rd February at the School
Hall – 8-10pm. Tickets will on sale in January from the school office, and
will be £15 a person (to include tasting 10 wines and 1 champagne and
nibbles on the night). The wine tasting is being run by Adnams and
promises to be a great night.
Then there’s our very enjoyable Quiz – Friday 28th February at the School
Hall – 8-midnight. Hosted by the unique and irreplaceable and irrepressible
Dave Jenkinson. Team forms available from January - £5 a person –
maximum 8 in a team.
Starting in January, we will be organising weekly Walk and Run for Fun
sessions – on Wed mornings from 9am – starting at the school. Run by
trained volunteers, these will be a great way to kick start the New Year’s
Resolutions! We’ll be asking for a £2 donation for these sessions – which
should entitle you to a hot drink at the end of the fun!
There will be more – probably a Ceilidh, a Comedy evening, an Easter
Bunny Book hunt, a Family Camp Out, a village Treasure Hunt, discos for
the children, an Olympics Fun Sports Day, and our usual Summer Fair!
Keep up with all our latest news on our Facebook Page – Waterbeach
School PTA and we hope to see you there.
If you have any fundraising ideas that you would like to share, or if you
would like to volunteer some of your time by joining the PTA committee or by
helping at school fundraising events, please contact the PTA Chair, Cressi
Downing on cressi@thebookanalyst.co.uk – all help is very welcome!
And a special plea for the businesses out there – does your company offer
charitable donations? We are a registered charity and will gratefully receive
any thing offered. We can put plaques on playground equipment, take
photos for local press, publicise your company in our newsletter – whatever
you’d like. 

Waterbeach United Charities

(Reg No 201528)

Organisations are invited to apply for a grant from the above Charity subject
to funds being available at the end of the financial year (December 2011).
Applications to be submitted in writing clearly stating the reasons for the
grant and they should include details of any fund raising efforts that have
been made. Closing date will be 31 December 2011. These grants will be
considered early in the New Year.
Not all applications may be successful and the Trustees’ decision will be
final. Please send details to:
Mrs. S Wilkin, The Secretary, Waterbeach United Charities
25 Payton Way, Waterbeach, CB25 9NS
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WASPS
Our new children have now settled in well and we are about to
start planning our activities for the Christmas period. Our joint
fundraising Christmas Fair with the Waterbeach Community Playgroup
successfully raised £383 towards replacing all of the Waterbeach Playhouse
fire doors. Thank you to everybody who donated items to one of the stalls or
came along to support us.
A huge thank you also to Tim Gent, one of our parents, who canoed the
River Cam from Source to Sea. Tim is kindly donating his sponsor money
to the fire doors fund and so far he has raised £675!! Please see the related
article (p.17) for further information on our joint efforts to raise money for the
Waterbeach Playhouse. Additional thanks to the Community Association
who have contributed £500.
In addition to raising money for the building, funding for the children’s toys
and equipment is always needed. Our main fundraising event planned is:
WASPS 2nd 10km Run on Sunday 25th March 2012, at Waterbeach Barracks
Airfield.
If you would like to get fitter and help raise money to support WASPS, then
please join us and take part in our run.
Entry and sponsor forms will be available from WASPS at the Playhouse in
the Primary School grounds from 8-8:30am or 4-6pm. Alternatively,
email:playhouse@waterbeach-wasps.org.uk or call 07899 728935. There
is an entry fee of £10.
Even if you do not plan to run, please encourage your friends, relatives or
colleagues to do so. We would also be interested to hear from anybody who
would like to help on the day and many thanks to Major Hornby and the
members of his staff who are helping us with our plans.
For those of you not familiar with WASPS, we have been running since 1997
and are a registered charity managed by a small voluntary Management
Committee made up of working parents/carers who use the Clubs. We have
a great team in place led by our Joint Co-ordinators Zoe and Wayne and two
Holiday Club Co-ordinators, Sy and Tracey.
We are regulated and inspected by Ofsted and aim to provide a home from
home atmosphere for our children who are aged 4-11. We facilitate play by
creating an environment where the children can play freely with a variety of
resources.
Breakfast Club opens at 7:45am before school. After school WASPS runs
until 6pm.
Holiday Club opens for most of the school holidays from 8am-6pm with
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additional activities on offer every day. We are now planning for:
Christmas Holiday Club - this will be open from Monday 19th until Thursday
22nd December
February Half Term Holiday Club - this will run from Monday 13th to Friday
17th February 2012.
Even if you do not use WASPS on a regular basis or your children do not
attend Waterbeach Primary School, please contact us if you are interested
in registering with us and joining our Holiday Club.
If you would like any information about WASPS please look on our website:
www.waterbeach-wasps.org.uk,
email:playhouse@waterbeach-wasps.org.uk , or call 01223 861140.

Children’s Centre
Just to update you all on the Children’s Centre now that we are fully up and
running. The official opening took place on the 20th October and was a lovely
event attended by local families, professionals and councillors. Ellie Salmon,
the little girl who named the centre ‘cut the ribbon’ and made us a wonderful
dolphin plaque to commemorate the event.
Our core opening hours are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from
9.00am-12.30pm, so we will guarantee one of us will be there, but staff are
nearly always about at other times running groups or working in the office,
so please feel free to call in if there is anything we can do for you.
The centre not only runs groups for children under 5, but can provide
information on housing, benefits, returning to work or training, speech and
language support and a variety of other issues.
We also support the under-fives and their
families in their own homes if situations are a
little difficult, so please give us a call if you feel
you could do with some advice.
Our current programme of events has been
designed to enhance, not replace or duplicate
the fantastic activities you already have in the
village. However, we constantly review what we
are doing and are open to all comments and
suggestions about what we put on and what you
would like to see the Children’s Centre provide
for the community.
A current programme of events is available from our website or from the
centre. Contact details with us are: Tel: 01223 472791 or email:
waterbeachchildrenscentre@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
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The Rookery
The large house opposite the end of the school drive, The Rookery, is one of
the older and more unusual ones in the village. The oldest parts are
believed to date back to the 17th century and it was added to in the 18th and
19th centuries. It has a slightly mysterious air about it and I have often
wondered about its history.
It was originally built on three sides round a courtyard but in the 19th century
the courtyard was
roofed over to form
an entrance hall
entered by the
front door we see
today. There is no
sign from the road
of the substantial
garden, although
perhaps the big
wooden door to
the left of the
house gives a hint
as to what might lie behind.
In the 19th century The Rookery was owned by several generations of the
Wiles Family. The family had been farmers since at least 1660 and over the
next 250 years increased the amount of land they farmed from about 40
acres to over 200 when the house and land were sold in 1906.
It is no coincidence that the thatched cottage opposite The Rookery is called
Wiles Cottage. It too dates back to the 17th century and had 19th century
additions; and during the time the Wiles owned The Rookery it was the
coachman’s house. Interestingly Wiles Cottage is a Grade 2 listed building
whereas The Rookery is unlisted. A Conservation appraisal of Waterbeach
written in 1999 makes the comment that the Rookery is ‘arguably the most
important unlisted building in the district’.
Even a very brief history of the Rookery explains why we have in the village
not only Wiles Cottage but also Wiles Close, Rookery Close and a house
called Rookery Nook.
It is when looking at a house like the Rookery as it is now that one wishes
one could turn the clock back to see what it looked like before the courtyard
was filled in and what the surroundings were like. Did the High Street run as
close to the house as it does today? Where were the stables for the horses?
13

Are they still identifiable in the buildings which form the Rookery or were
they close to the coachman’s house? And why did the family decide to
enclose the courtyard when the house was pretty big already?
There hasn’t been time to research this brief article more fully. My main
source of information came from: 'Waterbeach: Manors and other estates', A
History of the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely: Volume 9:
Chesterton, Northstowe, and Papworth Hundreds (1989), p. 243-248. which
can found athttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=15424
(a Google for Rookery Waterbeach gives an immediate hit) The source
provides a useful starting point for finding out something of the history of the
village.
Jane Williamson

Posters
They’re on the lamp posts, poles and wall
There to read for some or all
Telling of their great event
I think that it is quite well meant
I’m sure there’s some who’d like to know
And to the functions gladly go
But some I read are out of date
And hang forlorn in tattered state
When functions gone no one does care
To see the poster dangling there
Discarded by the poster stickers
Waiting for the litter pickers
To remove them from the street
The torn and tattered notice sheet
So do not think that it is fair
And even think that you should dare
To put a poster oh so bold
And not remove it when it’s old
To those concerned I do appeal
For us to have a little deal
We will read what you have to say
But when event is past its day
You come back remove them all
From lamp post, pole and the wall.
Submitted by a local resident.
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Type-24s Along the Cam
Roughly 936 yards down along the towpath going towards Cambridge
stands a grey concrete irregular hexagon, half covered in ivy and weeds; its
tiny rectangular windows (loopholes) stare out like black dead eyes that still
wait in readiness for an invader should he come.
Carry on for another 420 yards and the would-be traveller will encounter an
identical structure in much the same
state of neglect as the first.
Both of these concrete structures
were built in 1940 at a time when
England was expecting to be
invaded by Nazi Germany.
Both structures are identical and of
the same designation, i.e. they are
both type-24 pillboxes. Built as part
of England’s wartime anti-invasion
defences and standing on what were
One of two ‘type-24 pillboxes’ situated along the Cam
between the Clayhithe bridge and Baits bite locks.
termed as ‘stop lines’.
Stop lines were set up across most of the Eastern and Southern portion of
the British Isles, the idea being the brainchild of General Sir Edmund
Ironside who was put in charge of Britain’s defences.
Ironside decided (as Britain had a lack of equipment at the time due to the
hurried evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk) that a
static system of defences was the best way to go, the idea being to delay
(with the Home Guard) the German forces long enough so that an effective
counter attack could be mounted with more mobile forces; these defences
were made up anti-tank obstacles, trenches, minefields and pillboxes like
the two in question sitting alongside the river.
The type-24 pillbox was a design that was issued in May 1940 and is one of
the most common pillboxes in and around East Anglia.
Roughly hexagonal in shape with five of its sides measuring 7ft 6ins and it’s
rear wall (the wall with the entrance) being twice the length of the other five
and measuring 13ft 6ins.
Each wall had a single firing port or ‘loophole’ with the rear wall (due to its
length) having two; the wall thickness of the type-24 is between 15 – 18in
and was considered bullet proof. Internally there is a Y-shaped, brick built,
anti ricochet wall; this reaches from the floor up to the ceiling and was
intended to help stop bullets fired into the pillbox from bouncing around
inside and either killing or wounding its occupants.
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When built, the walls would have been clad in
wood or brick that was usually removed once the
concrete had set, occasionally some type-24s are
found with their brick cladding still intact.
The main drawback with any pillbox was its size
and shape; in this instance, a large angular
concrete structure at just over 7ft tall just isn’t
going to blend in very well with its surroundings
no matter how well concealed. The Germans
wouldn’t have had too much trouble in spotting it
Type-24 Pillbox
1. Anti-ricochet wall
and would have immediately poured fire on to it in
2. Loopholes
order to neutralise it as fast as possible.
Barbed wire entanglements and weapons pits would have been constructed
around the pillbox in order to give it more protection from the attacking
infantry.
At the time the army was particularly concerned about German Assault
engineers and the weapons that they employed – especially in the use of
breaching static defences with flamethrowers and explosive charges.
Thankfully the RAF defeated the Luftwaffe in the
Battle of Britain thus denying the Germans the air
superiority they needed to successfully launch an
invasion of this country; Hitler knew that without this
any attempt to invade was most likely doomed to
failure so he postponed ‘Unternehmen Seelowe’ Type-24 rear view with its entrance
and two loopholes
(Operation Sea Lion) indefinitely.
All of the anti-invasion defences stayed in place until the end of the war,
some were taken down and/or destroyed after the war. Farmers and
landowners that had pillboxes on their land were offered a cash incentive of
£5 for every pillbox that they removed. Although some landowners didn’t
bother, others did and some pillboxes were destroyed.
In the intervening years since the war still more have been lost and so from
a wartime total of around 28,000 pillboxes country wide we are now left with
a grand total of around 6,000 pieces still standing (although some of these
are in poor condition).
As well as the two type-24 pillboxes situated along the towpath on the Cam,
Waterbeach does have a couple more that are still standing. The first of
these is in the yard behind the Cambridge bound platform at the station
whilst the other is in the mooring below Bottisham Locks on the left hand
bank facing out across the river.
All four of these pillboxes are set on the same orientation i.e. they all face
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out across the river, which would have been a natural obstacle for an
invading army to cross and presumably in the direction the War Office
thought the Germans would be coming from!
I’m interested in the wartime role of the Home Guard, particularly the
Cambridgeshires. If anyone has any information, photos, documentation
etc. that they would like to share relating to Waterbeach’s Home Guard, then
I would love to hear from you. I can be contacted through Beach News or
Martin Tingey
via e-mail at martin@sjeb.eu

Waterbeach Playhouse
Just over 10 years ago the Playhouse was erected on
the school site funded in the main by a lottery grant.
The general upkeep and maintenance is the
responsibility of representatives from both Waterbeach Community
Playgroup and WASPS who are collectively called the joint venture
committee.
As you can imagine after 10 years of constant use by the two groups the
building is now requiring lots of work which is quite costly. Recent work has
included fitting a new boiler and also new secure fencing, this has costed a
considerable amount which has depleted reserves.
We are now facing one of our biggest costs which is for replacing the doors
that in total will cost approximately £7000.
Both WASPS and Playgroup have committed money to the project and we
have embarked on a programme of fund-raising events which include a cake
sale, a gift fair and also a sponsored canoe the Cam project. We have also
received a few donations from parents and are applying for grants. At the
time of writing we have just heard that we have been successful in an
application to the Community Association for a grant. Many thanks to the
Community Association for this much needed boost.
We would like to take this opportunity to ask members of the community
many of whom have, or do use the facilities to continue to support us as we
try and raise the rest of the money required. We would also like to ask that if
anyone has any fund-raising ideas or can help out in other ways such as
donations to please call into the Playhouse.
Finally we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has supported
all the events so far, because every bit of money we raise can help make
sure we can provide a safe, happy environment for all the children who use
the facilities.
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News from Cllr. Michael Williamson
The announcement back in July that Waterbeach Barracks was to close was
a shock to all of us. The immediate reaction locally was to see if that
decision could be reversed, and my page on Facebook
www.facebook.com/savewaterbeachbarracks generated a large number of
hits showing the strong support for the barracks as a key part of our local
community. It was particularly heartening to read the positive comments
made by many of those who had been posted here in the past.
The announcement very recently that the closure would take place from next
summer, and that 39 Engineer Regiment is to move to Scotland, means that
the first battle may well have been lost. We now need to look ahead and
work together to ensure that the effect on all of us is reduced as much as
possible, no matter what the longer term future of the site may be.
There is no doubt that in the short term the closure will have a major impact
on many local services, particularly on our schools. As your County
Councillor I have already been in touch with the Director of Children's
Services and will be having urgent discussions with him. Of course, provided
the housing is not left unoccupied, numbers of children may not be affected,
but we need to understand all of this in order to make plans. There may well
be other significant effects that none of us have thought of as yet, and we
need to prepare for these. I have had some conversations with my colleague
who is County Councillor for Brampton in Huntingdonshire where the local
RAF base is due to close. He has told me how the various local agencies
are currently working together, and I hope that I can get some similar group
set up here.
In the longer term, I think we all have concerns about the prospect of 12,750
houses being built on the site. This is a town getting on for the size of Ely
and, if it happens, it will change the character of our community much more
than the loss of the barracks as an army base. Those of us who believe that
this is the wrong place to build such a new town must take heart from the
statements made by, among others, members of South Cambridgeshire
District Council, that the decision will be made locally and not imposed upon
us from above. As a community we need to ensure that our voice is heard.
www.michaelwilliamson.org.uk
Beach News
We have recently received a request from the Cambridgeshire Collection for copies of Beach
News for their Local Studies Archive. Apparently they used to regularly receive a copy, but
this lapsed a long time ago and the last one they have is No. 169, Summer 2000.
If anyone has any old copies, or knows of someone who might and would be willing to pass
them on, please contact 01223 476601 or email beachnews@waterbeach.org
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Library Facilities
The Library offers the local community a choice of nearly ten thousand
books to enjoy, including large print books. The Library is situated on the
Waterbeach School site, at the end of the drive, next to the sports area. Did
you know that if you already have a Cambridgeshire Libraries card this can
be used at Waterbeach, or you can join the Library there to enjoy the
benefits of all Cambridgeshire Libraries? Books borrowed from other
libraries in the Cambridgeshire area can be returned to Waterbeach, saving
you time, and petrol, in your busy day. We have numerous books for
children, and are quite happy for parents and children to sit and read
together in the quiet of the Library. If you need to use the Internet for study,
or just for interest, but don’t have the facilities at home, Waterbeach Library
has two computers for the use of visitors.
The Library benefits from book donations and also has access to surplus
books from County Council stock, so frequently there are books new to the
Library on offer. You can request books from any Cambridgeshire Library,
which can be delivered to Waterbeach Library. This is particularly useful if
you want to read a complete series, experience additional books by a
particular author, or require access to books on a specialised subject.
Waterbeach Library has its own Facebook page which can easily be found
by clicking on the link on the village website (www.waterbeach.org.uk).
At Waterbeach Library we are all volunteers, and always pleased to
welcome others who can spare a couple of hours a month to help out. We
are a pleasant lot who will try to assist you in any way. Come and visit us,
and experience a small world of books. For more information please contact
Kate Grant (511455 or kate@ninetiles.com).
Opening hours and Christmas closure
The Library is open on Monday 10 – 12noon and 3pm – 5pm, Wednesdays
6 – 8pm, Friday 2.30 – 5.30pm and Saturday 10 – 12noon.
Waterbeach Library will be closed over the Christmas period from Thursday
22nd December to Tuesday 3rd January, inclusive.
Mobile library visits to Waterbeach and Landbeach
The mobile library now calls just once a month, on the second Monday, so
forthcoming dates are 12th December, 9th January, and 13th February.
Timings are: Waterbeach – Denson Close 13:30-14:00; Waterbeach – The
Green 14:05-14:25; Waterbeach – Chapel Close 14:30-14:50; Waterbeach –
Buchanan Centre 14:55-15:30; Landbeach – 9 High Street 15:40-16:20.
For more information, see http://hipweb.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/mobiles/, or
ask at any library.
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Waterbeach Scout Group
As promised in the last Beach News the dates and times for Santa visiting
the village are as follows:
Santa’s Coming To Your Street – between 6pm and 8pm
Monday 5th December: Denny End Rd, Waterbeach Park, Winfold Rd, Clare
Close, Providence Way, Bannold Rd, Bannold Court, Cam Locks Estate,
Cody Rd, Kirby Rd, Kirby Terrace, Capper Rd, Fletcher Ave, Abbey Place.
Tuesday 6th December: Bannold Rd, Park Crescent, Josiah Court, Way
Lane, Fenleigh Close, Spurgeons Ave, Cattells Lane, Waddelow Rd,
Rookery Close, Jubilee Close, Wiles Close, Denson Close, Primrose Lane,
High St, Vicarage Close, Greenside, Gibson Close, Cambridge Rd,
Coronation Close, Glebe Rd, Mill Rd, Harding Close, Saxon Way and
Poorsfield Rd.
Wednesday 7th December: Way Lane, Pieces Lane, Hartley Close, Pieces
Terrace, Woodpecker Way, Burgess Rd, Rosemary Rd, Payton Way, St.
Andrews Hill, Station Rd, Lode Ave, Adams Court, Whitmore Way, St. Johns
Close, Chapel Close, Chapel St, Greenside, Wellington Close and Barker
Close.
We will be doing a licensed door-to-door collection for The Princess of
Wales Hospital, Ely and the Scout and Guide Hut Repair Fund.
Thank you for your support.
Forthcoming event for 2012- Jumble Sale Saturday 28th January 10am – 1pm

Gardening Club
The season of mellow fruitfulness has passed, and with the onset of
interesting weather patterns the Gardening Club is hunkering down to enjoy
the Christmas jollies, and the excesses of the New Year. These delights
have been prefaced by the AGM, held on 20th October. The Chairman, Peter
Dixon, thanked the Committee for their outstanding support during his first
year of office and particularly those members who had worked behind the
scenes doing all the vital back-room jobs. The Programme Secretary, Helen
Parsons had produced a fine programme of lectures and events and the
Vice-Chairman, David Lynn organised a great visit to Cottesbrooke Hall and
performed brilliantly as Head Honcho at the Barbecue. The Treasurer, Pat
Murfitt , reassured the Club that we were in the black and the Membershipfee remains at £5. A vote of thanks was proposed from the floor to thank
AMEYCESPA for their generous sponsorship and support for the Annual
20

Show and this was carried unanimously. The following Officers were
elected: Chairman – Peter Dixon, Treasurer – Pat Murfitt, Programme
Secretary – Helen Parsons, Trade Secretary – Bill Spencer. The following
members were elected to the Committee: Ann Brown, Terry Chapman,
Sylvia Lock, David Lynn, Joy Mortar and Norman Setchell. The post of
Secretary is currently not filled and correspondence and queries should be
addressed to Peter Dixon*. The AGM was concluded and after a break for
refreshments the Club was entertained by a brilliant demonstration of
‘Flower Arranging’ by ‘Three Delicate Flowers’: Brenda Read, Maureen
Hoskins and Anne Rice. Three contrasting forms were built up: a’ horizontal
design’ to fit a shelf, a ‘front view’ to fit a niche and an ‘all-round’ for a table
top. The three ladies did not lose their composure under intense scrutiny
and questioning by an increasingly intrigued audience and the final creations
were rapturously applauded. The three arrangements were then added to
the Raffle prizes. The Club depends for its continued success not only on
the efforts of its Officers, Committee and Members, but on the support from
the community. We would particularly like to say thank you to those who
help with the publicity: the monthly display of posters by the Village Stores,
the Bakery, the Hairdresser, the Church, the Library, Muffs Cottage, the Post
Office and the Community Association Notice Boards, and the active link to
The Cambridge News ‘Your Community’ column by the Village
Correspondent Janice Maltby.
Come and join us at some of the Forthcoming Events:
Thursday 15th December: Christmas Social for Members and Guests
New Year Meal for Members at the ‘Lazy Otter’
Thursday 20th January:
th
Thursday 16 February: ‘Salads All Year Round’ by Mike Day
Thursday 15th March:
‘Colour & Seasonal Excitement’ by Hillary Thomas
‘Have a-Go’ Spring Show: Daffodil cultivars and Spring Flowers
*Peter Dixon, 2 Station Road, Waterbeach, CB25 9HT. 01223 860280

Jazzercise
It’s been a fun time at Jazzercise Waterbeach burning up to 600 calories in
one fun and powerfully effective 60 minute total body workout on your
doorstep!
Tues/Thur 6.45pm & 8pm and Sat. Morning 10am. We offer a trial week
free of charge www.jazzercise.com Just come along and join the workout!
Mini Jazzercise Boot Camps for the children of Waterbeach School,
Foundation to Year 2, have been well attended during the Autumn Term with
their favourite routine to Moves like Jagger!
Happy Christmas and Happy New Year from Jazzercise Waterbeach.
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Beach Social Club
Many of you may have visited the Club, for one event or another over the
last few months. Our open day which we held on 15th October, was
attended and enjoyed by many. 7 bands over 12 hours free to all, couldn’t
be bad, a massive thank you to Fenland Jam who ran the event for us. Also
that night we presented the cheques to our supported charities 2010/2011
which were Arthur Rank House and The Royal Engineers Association
Waterbeach. Both cheques were gratefully received and will be put to good
use in these fantastic organisations.
Our AGM saw the enrolment of a new Chairman, Billy Jackson and new
committee member Paul Pikett. Thank you to Brenda Donovan and Ken
Steggles who both stepped down from the Committee this year. There are
still vacancies on the Committee if anyone feels they would like to get a bit
more involved.
No village charities were nominated as recipients of our 2011/2012 charity
collections, This year’s supported charities are Rosie Maternity Hospital, and
L5 Vascular Unit
Addenbrookes.
11/11/11 – What a
special day, here at
the
club,
we
remembered with a
1940’s style dance,
with the Ouse Valley
Jazz band. The club
was decked out with
bunting and flags,
and many dressed for the occasion in clothes of the 1940s’. We had a lovely
meal and were treated to some fantastic dancing, Lindy Hoppers and jivers
had us all mesmerised. The profits from the dance were split between The
Poppy Appeal and our supported charities.
Sun 4th December 3pm-Children’s Christmas party with the Boogie Boppers
Sat 10th December 7pm - Race Night
Sat 17th December 8pm Christmas Draw with Run for Cover band
Sat 24th December Christmas drinkies after Carols on the Green
Family disco from 7.00-9.30pm. Adult disco ‘til midnight
th
Sun 25 December 12 til 2.00pm
Tue 27th December 7pm - Come and play some pub games
Sat 31st December New Year’s Eve Disco
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Message from Cllr. James Hockney
Waterbeach Barracks – relocation of Engineer Regiment confirmed
It was confirmed on November 10th that the MOD will close Waterbeach
Barracks with the proposed relocation of 39 Regiment to former RAF base
Kinloss in the summer of 2012 and 12 Engineer Regiment to move to RAF
Wittering in summer 2013. I recognise that this news will be felt by many.
The barracks has been a part of our community for 70 years and many
service personnel have moved into the village after finishing their service to
our country.
In response I can let you know that Cllr Johnson and myself have written to
the Minister for Armed Forces, Nick Harvey, to put forward our
disappointment at his decision and asking questions like; what will be done
to help local businesses if 39 Regiment does move next year and whether
the community facilities on the barracks can be protected. We will, as ever,
work with the community to get the best outcome for the local area moving
forward.
The petition campaign has had 2,216 residents sign at the time of going to
press. It is clear from this, the public meeting that Cllr Johnson organised
and the campaign rally that I organised in September – that the community
is very much united against the idea of a new town of 13,000 houses being
built. In 2004 and 2008, I launched successful petition campaigns against
the Waterbeach Barracks being developed into a town with great support
from Peter Johnson and local residents. It is clear we are fighting this fight
again.
With the many different issues, I announced at the public meeting that a
campaign committee needs to be started. If you would like to be involved
then please let me know.
We also have a Facebook page set-up;
www.facebook.com/waterbeachbarracksnonewtown
The Barracks has many key local facilities including the swimming pool, golf
club and fishing lake. I am clear that whatever happens, these facilities must
be protected for the community.
Landbeach affordable housing - Walnut Close
It was great to attend the opening of Walnut Close on November 10th by
Andie Harper from BBC Radio Cambridgeshire. The event was very well
attended and it is great to see the development now completed.
Most of the affordable homes are going to those with a Landbeach
connection. This is great news for many people that grew up in Landbeach
but who cannot afford to buy with the high local house prices.
This is a great example of partnership working with South Cambs District
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Council, Landbeach Parish Council and Hundred Housing. They have
worked hard to see this scheme realised. I recognise many people are now
able to realise the dream of living in a home in Landbeach. I am now looking
into if a scheme like this could be a possibility for Waterbeach as well.
Sure Start Centre
I was pleased to attend the opening of the Sure Start Children’s Centre in
Waterbeach on October 20th (located on the Waterbeach Primary School
site). The Centre has been called the Dolphin Children’s Centre at the
suggestion of one of the children. I was very impressed by all the different
sessions they are offering for parents with children aged 0-5 years old.
The main aim of Sure Start is to offer easier access to health & family
support, help with finding jobs/training, drop-in sessions/activities and
information about local childcare and early education.
In a time when we keep hearing about ‘cuts’, it really is excellent news to
have a Centre like this.
Please contact me if you need to raise any local issues:
Tel: 01223 441289 Mob: 07958 389713 E-Mail: j_hockney@btinternet.com
Facebook: Cllr James Hockney

Allotment Association
In May a meeting organised by Alan Shipp local land owner was called to
discuss the future of the Burgess Drove allotment site, with a view to forming
an allotment association. At that meeting Karen Kenny from the National
Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Ltd gave an informed talk on the
benefits of forming such an association. There was general agreement that
a small working party be formed to look at the issues raised. On Saturday 24
September Chris Mead, a member of the working party out-lined the benefits
to be gained by forming an association. He then put forward the working
parties recommendations, that the Burgess Drove Allotment Association
should be formed with an annual membership fee of £5 per plot holder. It
was put to the vote and was carried, he then proposed that officers would
need to be elected for the ensuing year. Those elected were as follows,
Chairperson - Raith Overhill, Vice Chairperson - Alan Shipp, Secretary Jonathan Lewis-Jones, Treasurer - Chris Mead and Suzy Kay. It was then
agreed that the newly elected committee should agree a constitution, to be
presented to plot holders in the early spring. The Burgess Drove Allotment
Association would like to invite other allotment holders and members of the
Garden Society to affiliate to this new association. For further details,
telephone Raith on: 01223 863383 or e-mail: info@rpmg.co.uk.
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Community Playgroup
Here at playgroup we have had a very exciting term, we have
been looking at our letters and sounds and learning lots of letter songs.
We were also very happy to welcome Beverly Hutt back to playgroup for the
day, who told us all about how to look after the birds in our garden. We had
lots of fun making bird seed cake and treats to keep the birds happy over the
colder months.
With December fast approaching we are now looking forward to lots of
festive fun.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year from all at
Waterbeach Community Playgroup.
Waterbeach Community Playgroup provides a safe fun environment with the
emphasis on learning through play and experiences. Children are welcomed
from their second birthday with sessions as follows.
Bunnies – For children aged between 2 and 3 years on a Monday and
Friday between 12:30 and 2:30pm
Playgroup – For children aged 3 to rising 5's every day from 9am to 12pm
Rabbits – Supervised lunch sessions for children starting school in the
following September on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 till 1:00pm
Due to government funding your child's playgroup fees are fully covered
from the start of term after their third birthday.*
The Playhouse can be found in the grounds of Waterbeach Community
Primary School (just off the main drive) We are lucky enough to have our
own purpose built modern, secure facilities**with fantastic outside play
areas. Due to our great location we are also fortunate enough to be able to
use the school gym and the library.
We also offer weekly French lessons to children attending playgroup.
If you would like to visit please call in during any of our sessions where you
will be warmly welcomed by a team of happy well qualified staff.
Alternatively please contact Diana Morgan on 01223 861398
website www.waterbeachplaygroup.co.uk
* With the exception of additional Rabbit session
** shared only with WASPS Waterbeach After School Club

Waterbeach Community Association
Carols on Waterbeach Green
Christmas Eve
6.30pm
Please remember to bring your
lights, lanterns and torches
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The Living Museum
After the success of the first competition (see the entrants and judges’
comments at www.thelivingmuseum..co.uk ) – we are delighted to announce
the second Waterbeach Writing Competition!
This year’s theme is ‘Inheritance’. As before, it’s up to you to interpret the
theme however you wish.
We are looking for fiction/non-fiction/poetry/memoir/whatever you’d like to
write. Put pen to paper, or fingers to keyboard – and get writing! The
deadline for entries is 1st May 2012.
All entries will be put online, and we will also award prizes for the entries that
have most caught the judges’ eye at Waterbeach Feast Day – June 2012.
Please include your name, address, email address and phone number, and
age (if under 18).
And now for the small print:
Only one entry per person.
Maximum of 2000 words per entry.
Either email in to info@thelivingmuseum.co.uk or post a copy to C.Downing, 28 Payton Way,
Waterbeach, CB25 9NS
Please note we take no responsibility for your work, and it will not be returned.
DO NOT SEND US YOUR ONLY COPY
The Judges’ decision is final. Judges are Emma Smith (artist in residence), Guinevere Glasford-Brown
(writer), Penny Hancock (published author) and Cressida Downing (editorial consultant).

Creative Writing Workshop
It was a beautiful day in the neighbourhood
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They lived happily ever after – except for Eric.
Do you like playing with words? Come along to a monthly Creative Writing
Workshop where you can join like-minded others in fun writing exercises to
get your brain working & your creativity flowing!
When – First Tuesday of the month*
Time – 7-9pm
Place – Waterbeach Library (in the school grounds)
Cost - £5 (includes tea, coffee, hot chocolate and biscuits)
All you need is pen, paper and an open mind
All abilities, all stages of the writing journey all ages (between 12 & 100!)
welcome.
Contact Cressi on 07976 635 774 cressi@thebookanalyst.co.uk - or look up
The Book Analyst on Facebook for further information.
*Tues 6th Dec, Tues 3rd Jan, Tues 7th Feb, Tues 6th Mar
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The Farmland Museum
A Dickensian Christmas - Join us at Denny Abbey and The
Farmland Museum for a family Christmas event full of Dickensian
festivities on Saturday 10 December 2011, 12- 5pm. Carols 4pm- 4.30pm
Children's activities include making a Christmas snowglobe (bring your own
glass jar and lid), designing your own Dickensian Christmas plate and
colouring in activities, plus a chance to take part in the Christmas stocking
trail around the site.
Along with these activities have a bag of hot roasted chestnuts, enjoy a
mince pie or two in the museum café, browse the selection of Children’s
books on sale and meet our Dickensian characters and street strollers.
Don’t forget a visit to our 1940s cottage decorated ready for Christmas
day and then join the Friends of the Museum for carols by candlelight
supported by St John’s Church choir of Waterbeach in the atmospheric
setting of Denny Abbey.
Carols by candlelight in the Abbey from 4pm. Be sure to wrap up warm
and bring a torch!
The well-stocked gift shop will be open for stocking fillers, cards and
gifts and the Tea-Room will be open for mince pies and hot
refreshments 12pm- 5pm.
The Farmland Museum & Denny Abbey is open every day from 1st April
- 31st October, 12-5pm on weekdays and 10.30am-5pm at weekends
and bank holidays. It is situated on the A10 between Cambridge and
Ely. Admission prices are Adults £5.00, Concessions £4.00, Children
£3.00 (under 5s are free), Family Ticket £12.00 with reduced admission
to the Farmland Museum for English Heritage members.
For further information visit www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk T:
01223 860988 e: info@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
New for 2012! Pre-School Picassos - 11th January - 8th February 2012
Come and join us at Pre-School Picassos Art Group at the Farmland
Museum & Denny Abbey. This course of 5 x 45 minute
morning sessions held every Wednesday will introduce young artists
(aged 2 to 5) to a range of artistic and fun activities that can also be
used at home. The sessions are led by local artist and experienced tutor
Ann Biggs. No experience is necessary, just make sure you wear
something you don't mind getting a little messy! All five sessions costs
£15 and bookings are now being taken. Spaces are limited so prebooking is essential. For further information contact Chris Leuchars
(Education Officer) T: 01223 860988
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Fire and Rescue Service
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) is launching a pilot
scheme in South Cambridgeshire to encourage residents to carry out safety
checks on their homes. The scheme is innovative in that it will rely on local
volunteers to liaise with the community on its behalf.
CFRS is now looking for people who live in the South Cambridgeshire area
to volunteer to become ‘Community Champions’.
Community Champions will be trained to speak to local community groups
about home fire safety and escape plans, and to refer those people who are
unable to carry out a check of their own home to CFRS for additional
support. Champions will also attend community events and take part in
CFRS’s public consultation activity.
Cambridgeshire ACRE is running this pilot scheme on behalf of CFRS. We
believe that our strong links with South Cambridgeshire parishes means we
are well placed to generate a good level of support for the scheme and we
would encourage anyone looking for an opportunity to take on a more active
role in their community to consider becoming a Community Champion.
For more information please contact Cambridgeshire ACRE on 01353
865037.

Advice from Trading Standards
Computer virus and repair scam continues to affect the county - At
Trading Standards we would like to warn readers of a computer scam which
has been affecting consumers nationally. It starts with a call from a call
centre, where the caller asks for the householder by name and address.
They then advise the customer that they are calling from ‘Microsoft Tech
Support’, ‘Windows’ or some other major software company, and have
detected from their central system that the customer has a virus or fault on
their computer. They offer to fix this by dialing into the customer’s home
computer remotely, and then charge for the ‘repair’ and offer an ongoing
maintenance contract.
These calls have no connection with Microsoft or Windows. Microsoft state
on their website that “Microsoft does not make unsolicited phone calls to
help you fix your computer. If you receive an unsolicited call from someone
claiming to be from Microsoft Tech Support, hang up. We do not make these
kinds of calls”.
The callers have no way of knowing whether or not you have a virus or fault
on your computer. In fact, they don’t even know if you have a computer.
They appear to be contacting people at random, with some people receiving
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as many as four calls a day, and despite how it may look, they aren’t actually
carrying out any kind of repair to your computer. There is also the possibility
they may have accessed personal information on your computer, although
we have had no reported cases of this so far.
The scams are proving extremely difficult to tackle due to their international
nature and the fact that when one company is shut down, another springs up
in its place using the same scam practices, so our greatest defence is to
make readers aware of it.
If you have been affected and wish to seek advice or report the matter you
can contact our advice partner, Consumer Direct, on 08454 040506. You
can find out more about current scams on Action Fraud’s website,
www.actionfraud.org.uk, or by calling 0300 1232040. Action Fraud is run by
the National Fraud Authority.
Each month at Trading Standards we receive enquiries about things people
have paid for that they could have got for free. In this article, we give advice
on where you may be able to save unnecessary expense.
Warranties and Guarantees - When you buy goods, whether on their own
(like a washing machine) or as part of a larger piece of work (such as a new
bathroom installation), by law those goods must be of “satisfactory quality”
and be “fit for their purpose”. They must be of a standard that a person
would expect, bearing in mind the price paid, and be free from minor
defects, be as described, and last a reasonable length of time for a product
of that type. So if, for instance, the normal life of a washing machine is 5
years and yours stops working after two years due to a defect, you may be
able to claim for a repair or replacement from the business you bought it
from. This is the case regardless of whether you bought a warranty or
guarantee. So consider carefully whether a warranty gives you anything
extra.
Claiming from your debit card or credit card - If you are in dispute with a
trader, instead of taking them to court, find out whether your bank may be
able to help you. If you paid for something on a debit card and there turns
out to be problems with the purchase, many banks offer a ‘chargeback’
scheme where they refund you. Furthermore, if you pay for something worth
over £100 and pay for at least some of it on your credit card, the credit card
company is equally as responsible as the business that breaks its contract
with you. So, if your holiday isn’t as it was described, if your new dining table
arrives damaged, or if your new TV breaks down soon after purchase, you
can insist that your credit card provider helps you if the shop won’t. This is
even the case if you have paid off the amount you put on your credit card.
Personal Protection Insurance - We have received a number of reports
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about companies offering to claim compensation for the mis-selling of
personal protection insurance on residents’ behalf, whether in relation to a
loan, mortgage or credit card. This is actually something you can do
yourself. The Financial Ombudsman has produced a leaflet which is
available on www.financial-ombudsman.org.uk on how to make the
complaint yourself. If you don’t have access to the internet, you can contact
the Financial Ombudsman for advice over the telephone on 0800 0234567.
Legal advice - There are many sources of free legal advice available to
residents. Trading Standards, in partnership with Consumer Direct, offers
advice
to
residents
on
issues
with
businesses.
Visit
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/consumer to see how we can help you or call
us on 0845 4040506. The Citizens Advice Bureau offer advice on a wide
range of issues including debt, benefits, employment, housing and family
issues. Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or call 08444 111 444. Also, many
people can get free legal advice under their home insurance policies; check
yours to see if you can get assistance.

Re-ablement
Re-ablement is a new service provided by the County Council and its NHS
partners. It enables people who require short term care and support
following an illness or operation to live in their own homes and to regain or
maintain their independence.
If you or someone you care for requires social care support following an
illness or operation, this would traditionally have been provided by a care
assistant providing direct care to the person in need.
Since September 2010 a new service, re-ablement, has been providing
support to enable older people who have poor physical or mental health
following illness or an operation to live in their own homes.
Re-ablement programmes can last for as little as a few days and generally
don’t exceed six weeks. The ethos of re-ablement is to encourage people to
do things for themselves rather than having things done for them. There is
no charge to the individual as long as they are participating in the
programme.
Re-ablement is now being offered to a wider client group including new
service users with a physical disability and new occupational therapy
referrals. Future development of the service will look at assisting older
people who already have a care package but due to illness or physical
issues may now require a higher level of support.
You can find out more about re-ablement at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/social
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Corps of Drums
The Corps of Drums have twice lead Waterbeach Feast Parade and have
recently ventured a little further to perform in the Malta International Tattoo.
38 Army Cadets from Cambridgeshire took part in the 8th Malta International
Tattoo in October.
The Cadets aged 13 years to 18 years from Cambridgeshire Army Cadet
Force led by Cadet Drum Major Duncan Elliot (18) from Chesterton, topped
the bill at the international event, held at the National Fairs and Convention
Centre in Malta, performing a selection of marching tunes in front of an
audience in excess of 2000 over two evenings. On the second night in
Malta after a day of rehearsals, they entertained a growing crowd on the
seafront opposite the hotel and succeeded in selling many CD’s recorded by
the Corps last year.
In addition to two arena displays
the cadets also marched
through the village of Birgu as
part of the village weekend
festival, where, on reaching the
Market Square, they entertained
the crowd for some twenty
minutes with a varied repertoire
of both marching tunes and
more modern and contemporary
tunes arranged by their Musical
Director, Lt John Shaw. They
also had time to carry out visits
to Historic Valetta and Fort
Rinella where they were treated
to tours of the fort and
demonstrations of weaponry
used in Victorian times when
the Fort was a British Army
Outpost.
Capt. Lynn Herriot the officer
commanding said “This was a tremendous experience for the cadets several
of whom had never travelled abroad before. They gave an impressive
performance of which we were all immensely proud”.
Information on Cambridgeshire ACF can be obtained by phoning 01223 862949.
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Genealogy in Landbeach
Genealogy is an interesting and time consuming subject and my research
took me to Landbeach in July this year. Many things can be achieved
through letters to the editor (Cambridge News) and the internet. In response
to one such letter Alan and Daphne Wyatt contacted me via email. We are
not related, but arranged to meet in Landbeach. Not having been to
Landbeach before I expected to buy a sandwich and a coffee for lunch
having just driven from Cambridge. Luckily for me Daphne made me some
lunch and afterwards afternoon tea was provided.
Alan acted as tour guide and I discovered Landbeach, Waterbeach, Denny
Abbey and the Fens.
The point of my visit to Landbeach was that my second great grandmother
Lydia Abbis was born there in 1816 to James Abbis and Mary Etherds.
Lydia had a daughter Mary Ann (Peck), she was born in 1840 and Baptised
on 3rd May 1840. There are many ways to spell Abbis.
Lydia Abbis married Francis Roberson on 28th November 1841 in
Waterbeach, where Frank Roberson was born in 1820 to David Roberson
and Mary Ann Harris. Frank and Lydia together with their family including
Mary Ann arrived in Sydney aboard the Wilson Kennedy on 27th December
1852. The family settled in Berridale, southern country New South Wales.
I found it very moving to walk the streets of Landbeach and Waterbeach
knowing that family members of generations past had also walked there.
Who is James Abbis - an agricultural labourer, and who is Mary Ann
Etherds? James apparently died after the 1851 census but from the 1861
census I found that Mary Abbis was living in High Street Landbeach; she
was a widow and a pauper and she was sharing accommodation with 82
year old Ann Camps in similar circumstances. As a point of interest here in
Australia we have just completed the 2011 census, the 100th.
I wonder if there are any living relatives and if there are could they please
contact me through my details below.
I stayed two very comfortable nights in Landbeach with Vicki Hatley at the
Manor Farm and enjoyed my evening meals in Waterbeach.
After Landbeach I travelled to Little Canfield and in particular Little Canfield
Hall, in pursuit of my three times great grandfather William Johnson.
Phillip Johnson
Phillip Johnson
12 Edward Street, Rochester, Victoria 36561, Australia
philandbren@tadaust.org.au
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS
1ST WATERBEACH BROWNIES

Rowena Small - 01223 570850

1ST WATERBEACH GUIDES

Lorraine Warburton - 01223 575792

1ST WATERBEACH RAINBOWS

Caroline Rutherford - 01223 575409

32ND CAMBRIDGE (WATERBEACH) SCOUT GROUP

William Moon - 01223 440259

BEACH BOWLS CLUB

Tony Reuben - 01223 861001

BUCHANAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Heather Walker - 01223 204435

CATS PROTECTION - CAMBRIDGE BRANCH

Information Line - 01223 441880

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION CHAIRPERSON

Jacqui Rabbett - 01223 860993

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

01223 860993

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION TREASURER

Mike Sharp - 01223 862969

HAPPY FOLKS CLUB

Mrs A Coxall - 07767 072169

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - WATERBEACH & LANDBEACH Norman Foster - 01223 474622
ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
THE WAY PROJECT

Brian Simm - 01487 832982
Revd Pam Thorn -01223 860353
Trisha Small - 07505 517196

WASPS (WATERBEACH AFTER SCHOOL PLAY SCHEME) Zoe Palmer/Wayne Badcock - 01223 861140
WATERBEACH & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
WATERBEACH BAPTIST CHAPEL
WATERBEACH BRASS
WATERBEACH COLTS F.C.
WATERBEACH COMMUNITY PLAYERS
WATERBEACH DAY CENTRE FOR THE ELDERLY
WATERBEACH INDEPENDENT LENDING LIBRARY (WILL)
WATERBEACH SALVATION ARMY
WATERBEACH TODDLER PLAYGROUP
WATERBEACH VILLAGE SOCIETY

Peter Dixon - 01223 860280
Martin Ensell - 01223 244020
David Pell - 01223 860396
Lynne West - 01223 440942
Julie Petrucci - 01223 880023
William Bullivant - 01223 862506
Sheila Burke - 01223 861717
Wendy Brown - 01223 506217
Wayne Badcock - 07808 357729
Ray Rice - 01223 860663

WATERBEACH WI

Jane Gibb - 01223 721194

WATERBEACH WIVES GROUP

Sheila Gill - 01223 861999

WISE (Waterbeach Initiative for Sustainable Energy)

Paul Bearpark - 01223 571512

Other useful numbers:
BEACH SOCIAL CLUB

Julie Chester - 01223 860033

BEACHES COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE

07807 875878

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Michael Williamson - 01223 860899

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

James Hockney - 01223 441289 or 07958 389713

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Peter Johnson - 01223 560918 or 07947 475549

DOCTORS SURGERY – WATERBEACH

01223 860387

FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE - Non Emergency Calls

01223 376217

LANDBEACH VILLAGE HALL
PARISH COUNCIL

Anne Bullman - 01223 860692
Norma Kay/Roy Reeves - 01223 862937

PARISH PATHS GROUP
POLICE - Non Emergency Calls
ST LAWRENCES CATHOLIC CHURCH
VILLAGE CORRESPONDENT
WATERBEACH BARRACKS-STATION STAFF OFFICER
WATERBEACH COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
WATERBEACH CULTURAL COLLECTIVE
WATERBEACH FOOTBALL CLUB
WATERBEACH SCHOOL
WATERBEACH SCHOOL P.T.A

D. Armstrong - 01223 861586
New number - 101
01223 704640
Janice Maltby - 01223 861191
Dave Hornby - 01223 204406
Diana Morgan - 01223 861398
Donna Lynas - 01223 860722
Margaret Harris - 01223 861206
01223 718988
Cressi Downing - 07976 635774

WATERBEACH TURBARY CHARITY

Pam Gooding - 01223 861003

WATERBEACH UNITED CHARITIES

Pam Gooding - 01223 861003

YOUTH OUTREACH WORKER

David Beasley - 07790 930191

